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astical and religious affairs had been made. Elizabeth had
wished to reestablish her father's system, that is, to secure the
supremacy of the Crown in the Church, to do away with the
jurisdiction of Rome, and yet to maintain, for the most part,
the ancient faith; but the growing Protestantism of the nation
proved too strong for her. The English Church was finally
detached from the Holy See; its polity and doctrines were so
arranged as to combine much of the work of Henry VIII with
some of the reforms of Edward VI. As the pendulum had
swung round in England, it was taken for granted that it
was to swing round in Ireland; the new system was to be
adopted in the lesser island. At a Parliament assembled in
Dublin in 1560, the Catholicism which Mary Tudor had
restored was declared unlawful, and a thing of the past, and
Elizabethan Anglicanism was set in its stead. The supremacy
of the Crown, in the Church, in Ireland, was asserted, as in the
time of Henry VIII, if not in such offensive language; the
jurisdiction of the Pope was no longer to exist; and the Mass
and the old ritual were condemned by law, with the ornaments
and other symbols of the old faith. The Protestantism of the
Council of Somerset was to be accepted, also, as the national
faith; the new Liturgy, the new Prayer Book, the new
sacramental system, were introduced once more, with modifica-
tions of no great importance; and the services of the Church
were to be performed in the English tongue, assumed to be
the " vulgar " tongue by a monstrous fiction. The provisions for
the extension of " English schools " were reenacted along with
those that made " Englishmen " the possessors of the richest and
best benefices ; and a religious test was imposed, perhaps for the
first time. The clergy were made to take an oath of supremacy;
this was an obligation too on laymen in the service of the state,
and even in the profession of the law; and attendance at the
churches where the new faith was taught was enjoined,
nominally at least, under different kinds of penalties.